Gautam Adani Indicted in

U.S. for Fraud and Bribery

What Happened?

Billionaire Gautam Adani, founder of the Adani Group, has been
charged in New York with securities fraud and conspiracy. The
indictment accuses Adani and his associates of misleading
investors while orchestrating a $265 million bribery scheme to
secure solar energy contracts in India.

Key Allegations:

e Bribery Scheme: Adani and others allegedly planned
payments to Indian officials to win lucrative contracts.

e I[nvestor Deception: They are accused of providing false
information about their operations to raise funds
fraudulently.

The charges highlight serious concerns about corporate
governance and fraud within the Adani Group.
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Why is this Serious? @

The bribery helped the Adani Group win big solar projects that
were expected to make them over $2 billion in profits.

The company is also accused of hiding this bribery scheme from
investors, which is against U.S. securities laws.

Who is Involved?

The U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of New York has
charged several individuals in a fraud case involving over $3
billion. Evidence includes emails, spreadsheets, and photos
documenting bribes. Key accused are:

Gautam Adani: Chairman of Adani Group

Sagar Adani: Gautam Adani’s nephew

Vneet Jaain: Executive at Adani Green Energy

Ranjit Gupta and Rupesh Agarwal: Former Azure Power
executives

e Cyril Cabanes, Saurabh Agarwal, and Deepak Malhotra:
Associates.

How Did the U.S. Get Involved?

Adani’s fundraising and business activities involved the U.S.
financial system, making them subject to U.S. laws.




How might the US allegations affect the credit ratings of \l ( :7’

banks that have invested in Adani Group

The recent allegations of fraud and bribery against Gautam
Adani and the Adani Group could impact the credit ratings of
banks with significant exposure to the conglomerate. Key
factors include:

1.Potential Credit Rating Downgrades
o Heightened Risk Perception: The scandal may increase
risk concerns, prompting credit rating agencies to
reassess banks with exposure to Adani.
o Financial Stability Risks: Losses from defaults or
declining asset values could weaken banks' asset
quality, leading to potential downgrades.

2. Regulatory Scrutiny
o Tighter Oversight: Regulators may Iimpose stricter
requirements on banks linked to high-risk borrowers,
increasing compliance costs.
o Strained Capital Buffers: State banks refinancing Adani
entities could see weakened capital positions, risking
credit downgrades..



O
Adani’s Response to U.S. Charges

The U.S. Department of Justice and the Securities and Exchange
Commission have filed criminal and civil cases against board
members Gautam Adani, Sagar Adani, and Vneet Jaain in a New
York court.

In response, Adani Group subsidiaries have decided to pause

their planned U.S. dollar bond offerings. The company has asked
stakeholders to note this development.

Market and Investor Confidence

Eroding Sentiment: Investor confidence in Adani and affected banks
may decline, impacting market stability and credit evaluations.

Elevated Risk Exposure: Significant reliance on bank loans by Adani
could lead to reassessments of credit quality.
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